Introduction
The journals of travellers, or their reports back home, have always offered fascinating insights into the unknown for those left behind. But they are not the only source about exotic places that have been available to the interested reader. As there have been travel accounts, there also always have been books and analyses by writers who had never left their home country. This chapter will deal with one of these books. First published in two volumes in 1768 and 1769, Les Recherches Philosophiques sur les Américains, ou Mémoires Intéressante pour servir à l'Histoire de l'Espèce Humaine made its formerly unknown author almost instantly into one of the most-discussed writers of his time. The Dutchborn clergyman Cornelius de Pauw was going to be the centre of cultural attention for the rest of his lifetime, to be translated almost immediately into German and Dutch, and to be asked to contribute to the Encyclopédie. His fame was not only due to his early work: two more philosophical dissertations followed, first on the Egyptians and Chinese (1773) and then on the Greek (1787/88). His second work again caused great discussion, which epitomised in Voltaire writing his Lettres chinoises, indiennes et tartares à M. Pauw, par un bénédictin (1776) in defence of the Asian nations against de Pauw's polemic.
Today, however, Cornelius de Pauw is as good as forgotten and in my opinion wrongly
so. Despite what one scholar called an "exceedingly uneventful" life (Church, 1936, p.181) , the clergyman is a fascinating character, which admittedly is probably revealed more through more importantly, he transforms it into a theory of degeneracy applying to America alone and with all negative connotations this brings. Moreover, by extending it to immediately affecting Europeans settling in America he makes it highly controversial. The question that now arises is firstly how de Pauw's writing about the indigenous peoples of the Americas conveys a representation of non-European peoples, and secondly how this ultimately contributes to his general depiction of the Americas as degenerate.
Setting the Stage
Part of what makes the Recherches Philosophiques sur les Américains (hereafter referred to as the Recherches) such an interesting read is its historical context. Cornelius de Pauw lived in Prussia during the period of the Enlightenment. The Enlightenment was characterised by a belief in progress and that "the conditions of human life become better as time goes on" (Palmer & Colton, 2006, p.298) . The main and best-known enterprise of the Enlightenment and the philosophes is surely the Encyclopédie edited by Denis Diderot and published between 1751 and 1772, to which de Pauw was asked to contribute shortly after the publication of the Recherches. Philosophes in this context is used "to denote a group of writers who were not philosophers in the sense of treating ultimate questions of knowledge or existence. Table of philosophes, among which was most notably Voltaire, and to which de Pauw was introduced in 
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Prussia during the eighteenth century is known for both its wars and its reforms, for instance in civil law (cf. Stolberg-Wernigerode, 1961) . These ambiguous traits relate back to the reign of Frederick II, himself a fascinating figure and already in his lifetime known as Frederick the Great. Especially German historians tend to praise his achievements whereas his "best-known non-German biographer, Thomas Carlyle, confessed to the greatest difficulty in hiding his disgust for the man" (Ingrao, 1986, p.165) . In line with the idea of the "enlightened absolutism", Frederick -a philosophe and published writer himself -had gathered a round of philosophers and free thinkers at his court in Sanssouci. The most memorable member of his Round Table is surely Voltaire who stayed with the king between 1750 and 1753 and whom Frederick admired greatly (cf. Stolberg-Wernigerode, 1961) . In 1767, just before the publication of the Recherches, de Pauw was introduced into this environment and to the King himself. The clergyman stayed at the court for several months before he returned to Xanten and worked on his first publication.
It is this first stay at the court during which de Pauw was private reader to the Prussian king -there followed a second one about a decade later -that has incited Dúran Echevarría to associate the Recherches' polemical nature with the king's anti-emigration politics (cf. Dugatkin, 2009, p.36) . Frederick the Great was so determined to stop Prussians from taking their money and leaving to the Americas that he even "set up an agency in Hamburg to discourage would-be emigrants" (Browning, 1978, p.292) . Indeed, even though Frederick himself is not mentioned in the work's preface, its explicit warning against any attempts to conquer the New World makes such a connection very probable. De Pauw refers to the writings that encourage such conquests as "verfänglich" -as "potentially dangerous" (de Pauw, 1769a, p.*3) and repeatedly foregrounds the disadvantages the discovery of America has brought to the Europeans: "so haben wir doch niemals aus Amerika die vermeynten Vortheile ziehen können" -"never have we been able to benefit from America as expected" (p.70).
It needs to be noted however that de Pauw's aversion to conquests was also very much part of his Enlightenment background. Other philosophes were also arguing against imperialism. For instance Denis Diderot, co-editor of the Encyclopédie, condemned European imperialism on the grounds of the cruelties inflicted upon non-European peoples but also on the grounds of the negative effects colonies had on the European countries (cf. Muthu, 2003) . These sentiments are also mirrored in de Pauw who attacks the behaviour of the Spanish in America and blames their political downfall upon their involvement in the New World (cf. de Pauw, 1769a, p.62 + 68) .
More generally speaking there is a much more mundane context to de Pauw's interest in America. His book by far was not the first, and definitely not the last, on the New World.
Ever since its discovery had it interested Europeans, and especially in the second half of the eighteenth century all eyes were directed at the colonies. The British had increased their territory with the end of the Seven Year's War in 1763, gaining control over Canada and many other formerly French and Spanish territories in North America. However, at the same time tensions with the colonies were arising or rather increased by the issuing of several laws. The 1750 Iron Act curtailed the colonies' iron industry in protection of the British industry, the 1764 Sugar Act regulated the import of several goods, and the 1765 Quartering Act required that Americans give quarters and food to British soldiers.
But it was the Stamp Act of the same year that in particular angered the colonists, for it meant that "for the first time in the 150 year old history of the British colonies in America, the Americans will pay tax not to their own local legislatures in America, but directly to England" (cf. Taylor, n.d.) . All these events ensured a continued interest in America, and de Pauw's book, by offering an analysis and summary of much that was known about the New World by the end of the eighteenth century, was sure to have a wide readership, "dramatically increased" by the author's relationship to Frederick the Great (Dugatkin, 2009, p.36 ). schriftstellerischer Muße, die ihn trieb" -"When he rather forced his return to Xanten, it was the desire of the man of culture for a contemplative working and the leisure of writing that were driving him" (p.468).
Enter Cornelius de Pauw
In 1768, the year of his return to Xanten, he then publishes the first volume of his Recherches Philosophiques sur les Américains, with the second volume following the next year. These philosophical dissertations on America and the Americans turn the formerly unknown Dutchman quickly into one of the most widely read philosophers of his time. "His books passed through edition after edition, and were translated from the original French into English, Dutch, and German" (Church, 1936, p.178 Beyerhaus, 1926, p.478) .
At the king's request, de Pauw once again spends a few months at the court of Frederick the Great in 1775, but as before, and again despite the king's attempts to keep him in his vicinity, the clergyman soon returns to Xanten. On July 7, 1799 Cornelius de Pauw dies at the age of sixty. He soon sinks almost "completely out of sight" and today "his name is only in the largest encyclopledias" (Church, 1936, p.178) . To have produced such a work before the age of thirty was a scholarly achievement." (Church, 1936, p.184f) Thus, without ever having been to America, de Pauw becomes well-versed on the New
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World. As he states in his preface, the significance of the topic, and the reason for writing on the Americans, lies in the fact that the Americans constituted the most important, but also the least known, part of the history of man: "Da die Amerikaner den wichtigsten, aber auch unbekanntesten Theil in der Geschichte des Menschen einnehmen, so haben Thompson, 2011, p.146) . According to Webb, the translator of the English Selections (1789), "(t)
his statement of the subject is ingenious. It is happy" (p.108).
The degenerate character of the Americas is not limited to human life, but to the entire fauna and flora. Indeed, only such animals that were -and still are -considered as repulsive, such as most insects, spiders, or reptilians, were thriving in the New World. All other animals are found smaller than their counterparts in the Old World -smaller by one sixth, to be precise (cf. p.4). However, it is de Pauw's ingenious integration of man into his theory of degeneracy which accounted for his most controversial and polemical argument.
In addition to de Pauw's elaboration on the degeneracy theory are harsh attacks on the "nie wahrheitsliebenden" -"ever untrustworthy" Jesuits (p.47), the pope and the Spanish. From the conquest of the Americas, according to the clergyman, Europeans could not benefit as expected but rather suffered from it (cf. p.70). Moreover, he strongly criticises many if not most of his sources: "Manche Leute können eher um die Welt reisen, als die Wahrheit sagen" -"Some people can rather travel around the world than speak truthfully" (p.237). In short the Recherches is thus a polemical essay covering the nature of the American continent and peoples, integrating arguments about civilisation and about the advantages or rather disadvantages the discovery of America has brought for Europe.
The Peoples of the New World
To go more into detail it is worth taking a look at the following argument of de Pauw, forming a rebuttal of the thesis that the American peoples are all the same:
"Viele Schriftsteller haben behauptet, das menschliche Geschlecht sey in Amerika nicht so verschieden, als in unsrer Welt, alle Gestalten und Gesichter glichen sich, und die Maske des Menschen bliebe immer die nehmliche." -"Many writers have claimed that the human race were not so varied in America as it is in our world, that all forms and faces were similar, and the mask of man always stayed the same." (de Pauw, 1769a, p.103).
In his Recherches, then, de Pauw distinguishes several varieties of the American peoples, such as the Eskimos, the Patagonians, the Blafards or White Negroes, the Orang-Utans 4 , and the Hermaphrodites of Florida, to mention only those that were given separate headings. By describing these, the clergyman creates a curious image of the peoples of the New World, which is emphasised moreover by the overall narrative of the essay. 4 There are, according to de Pauw, only three main differences between the orang-utan and man: orangutans have two additional ribs, their foreskin is missing a certain sinew, and the joints of their toes are longer (cf. de Pauw, 1769b, p.43f) . However, these differences are only minor, as they vary between both human and orang-utan individuals, and thus he concludes that the orang-utan is a "Mittelwesen" -an "intermediate being" between human and ape, to use Iselin's summarising words (1770, p.130).
Interestingly, de Pauw chooses to end his first volume, which in the original French edition
was published one year in advance of the second, with one section about the Eskimos and one about the Patagonians respectively. These two peoples live at the very extremes of the American continent: the former in its extreme north, the latter in its extreme south.
The clergyman thus gives an overarching account of the American peoples which he then fills in in the second volume. The Patagonians, moreover, were a people surrounded by mysterious stories of them being giants. In effect this seems to be quite a stylistic device to whet the reader's appetite for the following part of the Recherches. (Physical evidence in the shape of bones he dismisses by saying that the bones actually belonged to animals and were simply mistaken for human bones (cf. p.246).)
With his account of the Eskimos and the Patagonians de Pauw thus creates the first steps of an image of weak and both mentally and physically different Americans. He implies a certain scientific appeal of his writings by adhering to a particular structure, i.e.
going from a description of the habitat to one of the people itself and to a critical analysis of the existing sources. Throughout the Recherches, the various points of difference between the inhabitants of the New and the Old World, but also among the Americans themselves, are strengthened and underlined. Their inappropriate understanding of beauty and the nonexistence of American art relate back to the general lack of abstract concepts on which de Pauw elaborates in the second volume. In contrast, the first volume focuses more on the physical and temperamental differences, such as the missing facial and body hair and the cowardice and lacking ardour for their women respectively.
However, by making a fascinating comparison between manners of the contemporary American to manners that at one point were also known in Europe and other parts of the Old World, de Pauw also emphasises the theory of a stadial development of mankind.
Granting that his description of the degenerate American has a very strong negative ring to it -which also was the general interpretation of it, especially by the Americans of European descent -it was not necessarily intended exceptionally in that way. Underlining the backwardness of America in such a contrast to Europe, de Pauw does assert European 5 Interestingly, the ludicrous misbelief in giant people is, according to de Pauw, not only to be found in European travellers. In fact, the Patagonians themselves asked of some English officers if there were giants in Europe -and the officers confirmed that there were (cf. de Pauw, 1769a, p.227) .
superiority but to a certain degree he also takes the blame for their barbarism off the Americans: their current state of being is not self-inflicted but rather naturally due to their early stage of development. At one point in history, for instance, the Gauls and Scythians too had such repelling customs as burying living servants or wives with a dead chief or patriarch (cf. de Pauw, 1769b, p.166ff) but as societies progressed these customs were rejected. In fact, de Pauw spends a complete section in his second volume to speak "Von einigen närrischen Gebräuchen, die alle Welttheile miteinander gemein haben" -"Of some foolish customs that all parts of the world have in common".
Consequently one can say that the differences between the peoples of the Old and the New World lie in the discrepancy between their respective levels of development towards civilisation. As pointed out before, the reason for this discrepancy is to be found in the negative effects of America's cold and wet climate which translates itself onto the continent's fauna and flora. With regard to the Americans, the marked differences relate to their want of certain physical and mental endowments. All of these are signs for the Americans' state of barbarism and their lack of civilisation.
Reinterpreting Buffon: The Degeneracy Theory less varied, and we may even say, less strong" (quoted in Gerbi, 2010, p.4 And the reason he thinks is, that the heats of America are less; that more waters are spread over its surface by nature, and fewer of these drained off by the hand of man. In other words, that heat is friendly, and moisture adverse to the production and development of large quadrupeds" (quoted in Church, 1936, p.189 ).
However, while many people (Jefferson among them) understood Buffon's theory as an attack on America, the naturalist's idea of degeneration was not intended as a theory for a country's backwardness. In Buffon degeneration rather serves as a mechanism for change.
In his essay "Of the Degeneration of Animals", he gives an account of change in man and animals: changes in colour occur due to climate; "(t)he other changes, such as those of stature, figure, features, and quality of the hair, seem to require the joint operations of climate and other causes" (Buffon, 1781, p.394) , these other causes mainly being the respective diet. In spite of this, de Pauw's transformation of Buffon's degeneration mechanism for change into a more encompassing explanatory theory of degeneracy, which is evident throughout the Recherches, comes to get a strong negative connotation. For instance, he speeds up the process of degeneration and applies it more generally to man. Whereas for However, Buffon died within six months after he had received the moose and therefore, even though he had allegedly recognised his mistake, at least with regard to the degeneration of all American animals, he never came to "set these things right" (quoted in Dugatkin, 2009, p.100 ).
Jefferson was not the only one aware of the implications of the idea of degeneration, althoug his interpretation of Buffon comes closer to the contents of de Pauw's Recherches and his transformation of the degeneration mechanism into the degeneracy theory.
Several South Americans, Jesuits among them, in fact explicitly reacted to de Pauw and composed lengthy responses to his polemic in which they tried to convey their own image of America. John Browning claims that "(h)ad de Pauw turned his attention elsewhere, it is very likely that these valuable natural histories would have been less impassioned. They would probably have been briefer too" (1978, p.295) . The Mexican Clavijero, for instance, is furious with de Pauw and his "calumnies and insolence" (quoted in Browning, 1978, p.295) .
One clearly unexpected effect of the Recherches was thus the rise of Spanish American sentiments of nationalism that grew with writers such as Clavijero in defence of their home countries.
Conclusion
The degeneracy theory was consequently not only highly controversial from the beginning but also already, although only partly, successfully contested by different writers.
Nonetheless it kept being very attractive to European thinkers, and Antonello Gerbi ends 
